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<ABSTRACT>

Kibyoshi about Potatoes: the Use of the Funny Image

Fuyita Tomoko

This paper deals with illustrated storybooks with yellow covers
called kibyoshi, which were published in Edo from the late 18th century to
the beginning of the 19th century. In kibyoshi there were many expressions
relating to the various kinds of potatoes that were daily food, such as sato-imo,
yamano-imo, naga-mo and satsuma-imo (sweet potato). In particular, the kibyoshi
which included the word imo (potato) in their titles or stories were 40. From
their analysis emerged 4 patterns of the funny image of potatoes, which are
discussed in the following sections, focusing on a representative title each.

Section 1: Characters named with the word imo (potato) and the relation
with farts: Imotaro henikki banashi “=RKFRJEE H LM (‘Imotard’s Diary of Farts”)
by Koikawa Harumachi (1778).

Section 2: Funny expressions to come from the association of women and
satsuma imo: Goningiri suika no tachiuri 7L NY)PHJRH5E (“The Cutting of Five
Slices of Watermelon”) by Santo Kyoden (1804).

Section 3: A folk belief about a yama no imo turning into an eel: Imo no
yononaka 1 (“It's a Potato’s World”) by Naishin Ko (1789).

Section 4: The large variety of potatoes, and a folk belief concerning a
potato and an octopus: Ippyaku sanjyo imo jigoku —H =F+3F 1k (“103 Kilos of
Potatoes’ Hell”) by Santo Kyoden (1789).

This paper shows how plentiful and varied were the expressions relating
to potatoes in kibyoshi, and therefore how wide and complex the funny
image of potatoes was at the time. Expressions about potatoes in kibyoshi

cover aspects such as the cultivation and the variety of botanical species,
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their diffusion and commerce, the folk believes and proverbs about potatoes,
the connection to annual events and their taste and role as food. Moreover,
this paper clarifies how the variety and humorous elements of the image of
potatoes suited the literary form of the kibyoshi better than other vegetables,
and was therefore widely used by kibyoshi authors, to the extent that it is

possible to identify the sub-stream of “kibyoshi about potatoes”.



